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The story is told that as a small child, Thomas Edison came home from 
school and gave a paper to his mother. He gave his mother the paper 
and said, “Mom, my teacher gave this paper to me and told me only 
you are to read it. What does it say?”  
 
Her eyes welled up with tears as she read the letter aloud to child. 
“Your son is a genius. This school is too small for him and doesn’t 
have good enough teachers to train him. Please teach him yourself.”  
 
His mother did just that until she fell ill and passed away. Many years 
after Thomas Edison’s mother died, he became one of the greatest in-
ventors of the century. One day Edison was going through some of his 
mother’s things and found the old folded letter that his teacher wrote to 
his mother and had sent home with him. He opened it and read it. This 
is what was written, “Your son is mentally deficient. We cannot let him 
attend our school anymore. He is expelled.” Obviously, Edison became 
very emotional after reading the letter. He wrote in his diary. “Thomas 
A. Edison was a mentally deficient child whose mother turned him into 
the genius of the Century.”  
 
This is the power of encouragement and the power of words we use.    
 
In the book of Romans, Paul identifies a problem within the church, an 
area that has the potential to split apart the congregation. He addresses 
it in chapters 14 and 15, then says this: “I myself am satisfied about 
you, my brothers, that you yourselves are full of goodness, filled with 
all knowledge and able to instruct one another” (Romans 15:14). I love 
the superlative language Paul uses here. He indicates he is perfectly 
convinced that this church is perfectly full of goodness and perfectly 
full of knowledge and perfectly full of the ability to instruct one another 
in the perfect Word of God. 
 
Paul in seeing their sin and struggle chooses to see them with great af-
fection, great love and absolute confidence. Paul chooses to extend 
grace to the church and to see them in light of who they can be. Not 
only does he extend grace to them, not only does he demonstrate confi-
dence in them but he encourages them to be who they are called to be.  
 
(Cont. on page 2) 
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SPECIAL POINTS OF 
INTEREST 

 My prayers today can 

give strength to future 

generations that I will 

never see face to face 

on this earth.  

 Choose to focus on 

grace. Choose to en-

courage. Choose to 

commend others. 

Choose to be encour-

aged by them.  



Congratulations! 
These people have reached a milestone, 50 or more years of marriage, or 80 or more years of life. 

Don’t forget to send a card! The addresses are in your church directory. 

 

Birthday: 

June Gingerich ~ June 1 

 

Anniversary: 

Otis & Eunice Yoder ~ June 3 ~ 61 years 

Ed & Mary Jane Miller ~ June 11 ~ 60 years 

Derald & Marilyn Bender ~ June 24 ~ 50 years 

Levon & Ginny Christophel ~ June 24 ~ 50 years 

Roy & Mollie Miller ~ June 29 ~ 54 years 

(Grace-filled Vision, cont. from page 1) 
 
It’s obvious this can’t be completely true. They would-
n’t be having the issues they were having if this was 
fully true of them. He wouldn’t be needed to address 
the issue.  
 
Paul shows us here and in many other places that there 
are two ways to look at other Christians. There are two 
ways for you to look at the people in your own local 
church—you can look at them by their failures, quirks 
and their struggles or you can choose to see them in 
light of grace. We can belittle, complain and point out 
their failures or we can build up, encourage and lead to 
change.   
 
Time and again, Paul chooses to look at people in light 
of grace. To see people for who they are in Christ and 
not by their failures. I believe this is why Paul always 
is able to speak to those in the church with great affec-
tion. He always looks to encourage, he always looks 
who they are in Christ. He knows they have a long way 
to go before they perfectly reflect Jesus Christ, but he 
chooses to focus on their virtues. He chooses to focus 

on how far they have come. He chooses to be satisfied. 
How about you? When you spend time with the broth-
ers and sisters at your local church, do you find your-
self easily frustrated by them? Do you find yourself 
dismayed by their behavior? Do you find yourself 
growing weary of their sin and sinfulness? It is often 
easier to attend a church where you don’t know all the 
people and all the beliefs and all the struggles and all 
the baggage. There are times where we can grow weary 
of our church family. The truth is sometimes we grow 
weary of being around people who are just like us. We 
all have our sin, we all have our failures and we all 
have our struggles.  
 
It is in these times we must take our cue from Paul and 
make it our habit to see grace. Choose to focus on 
grace. Choose to encourage. Choose to commend oth-
ers. Choose to be encouraged by them. Creating these 
habits and making these choices will bless you and you 
in turn will be a blessing to others.  
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WHAT’S HAPPENING!!! 
Ed V & Carol Miller 

 “I’m back in the saddle again” (Gene Autry) and 
going to try hard to crank this column out.  So 
here goes.  The month of May is always very busy 
with graduations, Mother’s Day, school music 
programs, gardening, softball, baseball, soccer, 
track, bird watching and NBA basketball! 

So here goes with most all of the KMC graduates:   

Ireland Hostetler is graduating from Mid-Prairie.  
She is going to the University of Iowa majoring in 
Journalism and Mass Communications. 

Ian McDowell graduated from Iowa State Univer-
sity with a BA in Computer Science.  He is mov-
ing to Seattle later this month to work as a Soft-
ware Engineer at Microsoft.   

Karlee Lehman is a Homeschool graduate.  Her 
plans for the future are undecided. 

Lauryn Weiss is graduating from Mid-Prairie.  
She will be attending the University of Iowa ma-
joring in Human Physiology on the Pre Med 
track. 

Emily Lehman is graduating from Rosedale Bible 
College with her Associate degree in Biblical 
studies.  She will be returning to Rosedale Bible 
College in the fall to take the position of resident 
director for the girl’s dormitory.  

Nicole Hershberger graduated from Iowa State 
University with a Doctor of Veterinary Medicine 
Degree.  She will be joining a 4 doctor, large ani-
mal practice in Mondovi, WI (NW Wisconsin) as 
an associate veterinarian. 

Curt Wyse will be a graduate of Regent Universi-

ty with a Master of Arts degree in Practical Theol-
ogy with a concentration in Church & Ministry. 

Ty Schillerstrom graduated from Muscatine Com-
munity College with an Associates of Applied 
Science degree in Farm Business Management.  
He will continue his career in farming.  Congratu-
lations to all our graduates.  We wish you all the 
very best! 

Calvin & Judy Yoder took a trip to Europe and 
spent about a month touring the Netherlands, Ger-
many, and Switzerland.  They also visited with 
friends & family as well and made lots of great 
memories.  Calvin’s highlight was a visit to a 
Brown Swiss dairy in Switzerland.  Imagine that! 

Herb & Carolyn Weiss are 1st time grandparents.  
Zach & Mary Weiss are the proud parents of Elea-
nor Elizabeth.  It’s always nice when those grand-
babies live close by.  Congratulations! 

Dan & Julie Fisher are grandparents for the third 
time.  Seneca & his wife, Jen are the proud par-
ents of their 3rd child, a little boy named Reid 
Daniel Fisher.  Congratulations! 

Josh Lundberg put together an 
obstacle course run at Crook-
ed Creek Christian Camp 
(CCCC) and a number of 
KMC’ers turned out for the 
event.  There was lots of mud! 

 
Well I know we didn’t cover everything, but at 
least we hit on some of the month’s highlights.  
Remember it’s not too late to volunteer for the 
upcoming MCC Sale and Vacation Bible School.  
Many hands make light work! 
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In Pursuit 
Dawn Wyse 

In December of 1911, my grandmother, who was 

eight years old at the time, was given a devotional 

by her grandma.  It contained a Bible verse and a 

hymn for every day of the month.  A number of 

years later when I was middle school age my grand-

mother passed on the devotional to me.  She told 

me she thought I would appreciate it.  Looking back 

I find this interesting because at this point my 

grandma wasn’t a Christian.  I had accepted Christ 

at the age of 6 and was baptized at 12, but I don’t 

know what made Grandma give me this treasure.  It 

was just a couple of years later, when I was a fresh-

man in high school I had the privilege of seeing my 

grandmother baptized at the age of 77, sixty nine 

years after her grandma had given her the devotion-

al.  When Grandma came out of the water her face 

glowed and she had the biggest grin I ever saw on 

her face.  It is my favorite memory of Grandma.  I 

would venture a guess that it is her own grandma’s 

favorite memory of her as well (as she celebrated in 

heaven.)  Her prayers for her granddaughter were 

answered.  Praise God! 

This is a story that reminds me that our prayers 

don’t have a time limit.  Revelation 5:8 tells us of 

the 24 elders and how they are holding golden 

bowls of incense, which are the prayers of the 

saints.  Our prayers are important enough to God 

that He has kept them in golden bowls.  Doesn’t 

that blow your mind?  It also causes me to ask my-

self how important are my prayers to me?   

Recently, I have been asking God for direction and 

for a way to feel like I was in control of my life in-

stead of often becoming overwhelmed by situations 

that come up.  God really has quite a unique sense 

of humor.  Twice in one day, He gave me the same 

answer almost word for word.  First, it was in a de-

votional by Bill Johnson and second, it was in a 

podcast by Beth Moore.  Here is what He impressed 

on me:  “That is the nature of the call - it requires 

more than we are capable of.  When we stick to 

doing only the stuff we can do, we are not involved 

in the call.”    This might have been a terrifying an-

swer if it wasn’t matched up with the fact that God 

is all powerful and faithful.   

Christine Caine has been quoted to say, “Jesus 

saved my soul.  The Word of God saved my mind.”  

We need Scripture to build up our foundation of 

faith.  The Word is alive and can do a great work 

within our hearts if we only allow God access.  So 

we need to be spending time in the Bible.  Our 

minds need the influx of God’s promises. We need 

the reminder that God is here to do the impossible 

things in our lives we are called to do.  He never 

intended for us to do the impossible.  He intends to 

do the impossible through us.  Like the promise in 1 

Thessalonians 5:24, “He who calls you is faithful; 

He will surely do it.”  God will never let us down.  

He keeps His Promises.  So when God calls us to 

do something we are not capable of, we, as Chris-

tians, should understand He wants us to relinquish 

our control over our lives so He can accomplish it 

by working in us.  He will do it.  The Bible, which 

is living and powerful, tells us He will.  We can 

cling to this like our very own security blanket.  It 

may take 69 years or longer but God will come 

through.  He has never failed and He never will.  

He is the great I AM. 

Habakkuk is one of my favorite books of the Bible.  

It is a beautiful example of a godly man going 

through a tough time and how he relates to God.  

Habakkuk questions God and God answers.  In 

chapter 2 God tells Habakkuk that the ‘righteous 

shall live by faith’(vs 4)  and ‘the Lord is in His 

holy temple’ (vs 20).  God doesn’t change Habak-

kuk’s situation but reminds him of things that he 

can rely on like God being in control and that He 

intends for us to live by faith.  These are just a cou-

ple of special things in Habakkuk, but for me it is 

chapter 3, Habakkuk’s prayer of faith and trust in 

God, that is near and dear to my heart.  

(Continued on page 6) 
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(In Pursuit, cont. from page 5)  

Chapter 3 resonates in my heart every time I read 

it.  Habakkuk is in awe of God’s deeds. (vs.2)  He 

asks God to revive His work and make it known 

now. (vs. 2) He also asks God to remember mercy. 

(vs 2).  Habakkuk proceeds to praise God and re-

veres God’s right to be God.  Towards the end of 

the chapter Habakkuk trembles at the thought of 

the terrible things he must live through but re-

solves to live by faith and to trust in God. Habak-

kuk’s decision was lifted up in this prayer and 

song: 

“Though the fig tree should not blossom, 

    nor fruit be on the vines, 

    the produce of the olive fail 

    and the fields yield no food, 

    the flock be cut off from the fold 

    and there be no herd in the stalls, 

    yet I will rejoice in the Lord; 

    I will take joy in the God of my salvation. 

    God, the Lord, is my strength; 

    he makes my feet like the deer's; 

    he makes me tread on my high places.”  

(vs 17-19) 

Habakkuk’s prayer is still having an effect.  It 

touches my heart and encourages me as I walk 

through things that are beyond my control. His 

prayer reminds me that God intends for us to walk 

by faith and that there were many others before me 

that have done it and so can I.  My great-great-

grandmother’s prayer for my grandmother is still 

having an effect on me.  Her prayer reminds me 

that an answer from God may not be on my time-

table and that God does not forget my prayers.  I 

cannot express how much these lessons mean to 

me.  They have enriched my life and deepened my 

relationship with God. 

Also, it has changed the way I look at my prayers.  

My prayers today can give strength to future gen-

erations that I will never see face to face on this 

earth.  My prayers could help them see God in new 

ways.  My prayers could help them to stand firm in 

their faith.  My prayers could help them have to 

have the strength to take the next difficult step of 

faith.  Or maybe, like my great- great-

grandmother, my prayers could help people to ac-

cept Jesus Christ as their Savior.  It blows my 

mind!  God allows my prayers to make a differ-

ence.   

So, as I sit here writing to you, I am praying and 

begging God to give me the boldness to pray the 

daring prayers that will glorify Him and His king-

dom and that will please Him completely.  Dear 

Lord, don’t let me miss praying a single word of a 

prayer you intend for me to pray.  All praise and 

glory to You, my God and my Savior.  Amen. (Let 

it be so)   

As always, in pursuit…. 
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Golden Circle Luncheon 
 

The Golden Circle group, those of retirement age, met for a Sunday noon meal in May. Firman Gingerich 
was guest speaker, telling us stories of “What’s in My Treasure Chest.”  It was a good time for everyone. 

Listening to the service Sunday mornings 
from home or anywhere:  
 
If you want to listen to the service, you can do so by 
calling 656-2663.  When it asks for your participant 
code followed by the # key, dial  277467#.  When it 
asks for your name followed by the # key, say your 
name and push the # key. 


